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The Perfect Nothing Catalog
1. mixed bag \
2. tunes
materials
devices
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The players marched into the ex-
hibition space in ritual formation,
dressed in classical toga-like garb.
[t was the premiere performance
of the Perfect Nothing Catalog, at
Signal art gallery in Brooklyn in
December 2014.

Conrad held aloft a white flag at
the front of the pack. What kind
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of ritual was this?
The musicians placed
themselves next to
their instruments
amidst a scattering
of burning candles.
As they began to play,
their gestures and
their sounds became
objects on display.

In 2012, Conrad's
friend, artist Frank
Traynor, who helped
don the musicians at
the premiere, began
exhibiting found ob-

jects, redressed by
artists, in an aban-
doned ice shack
turned thrift store,

which he moved on
a truck bed to the
backyard of Signal.
He called it the Per-
fect Nothing Catalog.
Inside you might find
one item that looks
like another,

or looks like it belongs

next to another. F

The arrangement of

objects directs our

attention and shapes
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What melody does the texture of V lc
a tightly-voiced cluster... -
a ringing smack...

The short scenes of Caryl
whlsked by us W|th no rep
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by Nathan Martin
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fect Nothing Catalog, Abiding Shapes,
“and Benediction were recorded at Figure 8 Recording. The
- Perfect Nothing Catalog and Abiding Shapes were engi-
- neered by Michael Coleman. Benediction was engineered
- by Shahzad Ismaily. Ellipsis Rules was recorded at the NYU
- James Dolan Music Recording Studio, and it was engineered
by Daniel Pasquel. The album was mastered by Sarah Reg-
ister. Art direction was by Frank Traynor. Album art was de-
signed by Frank Traynor, Christopher William Wegman, and
Conrad Winslow. Photo credits: Kim Winslow, Aleks Kar-
jaka, Nathan Martin. Liner notes by Michael Amico.
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